
HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT –

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
ACTION THROUGH SHERR

Presentation for the Texas International Education 

Consortium 

February 16, 2024

Learn more: https://www.worldlearning.org/program/supporting-higher-education-in-refugee-resettlement/



SHERR PANELISTS

Matt Brown
World Learning SHERR 

Program Manager and 

Director of Global 

Programs

Axelle Nassirou
Presidents’ Alliance on 

Higher Education and 

Immigration

Associate of Refugee 

Access

Denise Bell
Welcome.US

Co-Founder, Senior 

Advisor for Sponsorship 

Policy and Practice

Welcome Campus 

Network

Co-Founder

Arturo Barrio
UTEP

AVP for International 

Relations

Welcome Campus 

Network

Facilitator



Reception and Placement 

Resettlement Agencies

BCS:  Bethany Christian Services 

CWS: Church World Service 

ECDC: Ethiopian Community 

Development Council

EMM: Episcopal Migration Ministries

HIAS

IRC: International Rescue Committee 

LIRS: Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Service (now: Global Refuge)

USCCB: United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops 

USCRI: U.S. Committee for Refugees 

and Immigrants  

WR: World Relief 



WHY SHERR?

To support colleges and 

universities in refugee 

resettlement through a variety of 

engagement pathways



Overall Response

• 97 colleges and universities (51 schools with some experience with 
refugees) representing 41 states

• 10 HQs of National Resettlement Agencies (6 with experience 
collaborating with higher ed)

• 66 branches/affiliates of National Resettlement Agencies (40 with 
experience collaborating with higher ed)

SHERR Needs Assessment Survey (June/July 2023)
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Types of Refugee Engagement Among HEIs with Experience

Out of 51 unique schools 

with “some resettlement 

experience,” the following 

types of engagement were 

reported

SHERR Needs 

Assessment



SHERR NATIONAL WORKSHOP – NOVEMBER 2023

U Denver - RAH program (collaboration with 

ECDC)

Middlebury College – “Jiran” Arabic Language and 

refugee welcome program in Connecticut



SHERR NATIONAL WORKSHOP

Los Rios Community College District – Refugee 

Career Pathways

Western Kentucky University – Resilient Refugee Program



VISIT OUR WEBSITE VIA

QR CODE OR USING THE URL (BELOW)

Welcome.us/more-ways-to-

help/welcome-campus-network



Welcome Campus Network Founding Members



2024 WELCOME CAMPUS NETWORK MEETINGS SO FAR:

• “Resettlement Campuses: What They Are and How to Create Them”

   Diya Abdo Ph.D., Founder and Director, Every Campus A Refuge (ECAR)

• “A Bottom-Up Model for Refugee Advocacy on Campuses”

 Jawad Hosseini, Student Leader at George Mason University  

Executive Director of No Lost Generation 

• “Updates on Welcome Corps and Welcome Corps on Campus”

Lucretia Keenan, Strategist, Sponsorship Expansion and 

Coordination, Community Sponsorship Hub; and

Daniela Westphal Huber, Senior Manager, Welcome.US 

Welcome Corps

Welcome.us/more-ways-to-help/welcome-campus-network



12

Organizations Supporting Colleges & Universities Engaged in Refugee Success

Consortia



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/communities/refugee-hub/



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB



DIRECTORY OF PRACTITIONERS



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB



SHERR COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE AND ACTION

• #1 English Language Learning and Career Support

• #2 Housing and Campus Utilization

• #3 Developing Refugee Educational Opportunities: 

Reducing Barriers to Enrollment

• #4 Service Learning, Volunteer Engagement, and 

Staffing



SHERR INNOVATION INCENTIVE GRANTS

• Grant size: $25,000 - $50,000

• No longer accepting applications

• Funding for: collaboration between higher 

education and resettlement agencies

• Priority areas: housing, service learning



Q&A

Join WCN Refugee 

Resource 

Hub

SHERR Email 

to be added to 

the mailing list

SHERR 

Landing 

Page



THANK YOU!
SHERR email address for additional questions:

SHERR@worldlearning.org

mailto:SHERR@worldlearning.org
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