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WELCOME TO THE SHERR COPAS LAUNCH EVENT!

Today's Event:

• Introducing the 4 CoPAs and Lead Facilitators

• Breakout Rooms – choose your CoPA!

• Additional resources and opportunities

• Wrap up & next steps



WHY SHERR?

To increase higher ed engagement in refugee 
resettlement via specific engagement pathways 
and partnerships with resettlement agencies



WHY COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE AND ACTION?
To connect practitioners and build out knowledge base 
and resources around specific pathways:

• #1 English Language Learning and Career Support

• #2 Housing and Campus Utilization

• #3 Developing Refugee Educational Opportunities: 
Reducing Barriers to Enrollment

• #4 Service Learning, Volunteer Engagement, and 
Staffing



ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING AND CAREER 
PATHWAYS SUPPORT

• Lead Facilitator: Sarah Haghighi, Pima 
Community College

• 7 sessions (February – December 2024)

• Meets on Tuesdays

• 90-minute meetings

• Collaborative and action focused



HOUSING AND CAMPUS UTILIZATION

• Lead Facilitator: Diya Abdo, Guilford 
College & Every Campus A Refuge 
(ECAR)

• 7 sessions (February – December 2024)

• Meets on (varies: Mondays/Thursdays)

• 90-minute meetings

• Collaborative and action focused



DEVELOPING REFUGEE EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES: REDUCING BARRIERS TO 

ENROLLMENT
• Lead Facilitator: Marina Chakmakchi, 

University of Southern Maine
• 7 sessions (February – December 2024)

• Meets on Wednesdays

• 90-minute meetings

• Collaborative and action focused



SERVICE LEARNING, VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT, AND 
STAFFING

• Lead Facilitator: Carina Black, University 
of Nevada Reno & Northern Nevada 
International Center

• 7 sessions (February – December 2024)

• Meets on (varies: Fridays and Mondays)

• 90-minute meetings

• Collaborative and action focused



CHOOSE YOUR BREAKOUT ROOM

• Room 1: English Language Learning and Career Support

• Room 2: Housing and Campus Utilization

• Room 3: Developing Refugee Educational Opportunities: 
Reducing Barriers to Enrollment

• Room 4: Service Learning, Volunteer Engagement, and Staffing

Return to main room if you wish to change Breakouts.



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/communities/refugee-hub/



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB



REFUGEE RESOURCE HUB



DIRECTORY OF PRACTITIONERS



WELCOME CAMPUS NETWORK



SHERR COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE AND ACTION 
NEXT STEPS



“
”

THANK YOU!
SHERR email address for additional questions:

SHERR@worldlearning.org


